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Shizuo Itoh

Night Reeds
reed leaves through the dusk,

shine?
And it is the lodging of now settled stars that I am looking up.

What would it be like, the moment the earliest star begins to
Way over from the distant swamp there is heard the rustling of

Who was where to see it?

The one who was watching the moment the first star began to

Translated by Ken Miyagi

sound afar toward the ears of that one.

stole over the earth unnoticed.

shine
And tht reeds of that pitchblack swamp surely then began to

Surprised at the too much depth of June night darkness which

Would have looked through around,
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Shizuo Itoh

Resolution

And the thill has its free end resting still on the ground.

With the vehicle of weighty iron wheels releassd,
A tired horse stands still in the evening courtyard,
But true repose rests only on what doesn’t need it.

Look at that poor horse

Being deeply confined by something.

Translated by Ken Miyagi

Swings endlessly to right and left, in vain, above the manger,
My soul, do not hesitate to answer, thy resolution.

His muzzls, now sensitive from hunger,
O surely, something’s making him refuse,

Is it fatigue?
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Shizuo Ttoh

Naturally, Naturally Enough

A boy found a bird struggling in the bush;
Suddenly disappointed of his caressing, the boy

But the bird, somehow fatally wounded,

Bit his finger fiercely.

He didn't miss it.

Translated by Ken Miyagi

Threw it away with all his strength.

Strangely with vigor the bird kicked the air,
And flew and chose a nearby branch naturally.
The bird drop on the ground like a stone.

Naturally? Yes, naturally enough!
There it lay on its back with ease.

—Soon the boy saw
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Shizuo Itoh

The Cicadas of the Garden

1 found in this garden its own cicadas singing.

When I came home from a travel,
and spread a sheet of paper,

I wanted to write
Something like a poem

X

Translated by Ken Miyagi

And with a nausea accompanying a slight dizziness.

Then there came out some lines plain as water.

And
Unexpectedly I was listening to the cicadas

with the writing before me,
With a kind of pre-existential thoughts

All different from it
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Shizuo Itoh

Hundreds ,Thousands of . ..

Hundreds, thousands of grass leaves tinged,
Strong harps of field now begin to sound.

The way
Sorrow grows ripe
Will be like

Translated by Ken Miyagi

(Anonymous)

Getting together with many an old autumn,

Sour fruit gets mellowed and shines.
Retreating into deep mountain forests,

I thank the sun of autumn.
The autumn of this year
Is hard to recognize.
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Shizuo Itoh

Through the Bare Life

A family of three peddlers passes this village
A mother and a girl of twelve or thirteen and

Every evening, from an eastern village

Towards the railroad station.

A boy still looking younger than ten years,

The tender and light children’s song they sing
And the chorus low-voiced and whole-hearted

Along the lane through fields darkening fast,

Walking along with their bodies flexing.
Often they go singing low in chorus.
Is heard from a high heap of loads.

Each loaded to the utmost,
Nurses the youngest son,
Also encourages them all,

Translated by Ken Miyagi

It threads straight through my heart

Like a thin, pure silver thread

Passing through the bare life.

(What New Year Day has come to them now ?)
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